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Back in the 1920s, the National Benzole Company produced a small (approx A5) booklet to promote their 
petrol to the new generation of automobile owners, featuring “Famous Milestones”. A second booklet was 
produced in the 1930s, “Passing the Milestones”, and the Society’s founding father Terry Keegan photocopied 
this and distributed it to members.
A hundred years after the first edition appeared and to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the inaugural 
meeting of the Milestone Society in autumn 2000, it’s interesting to see how those Famous Milestones have 
fared - with many thanks to all who have participated. Enjoy browsing through the updated pages.

Member No. 26, Jan Scrine



The wonderful 
Thaxted 
milestone 
and its 
accompanying 
fingerpost are 
no longer - here 
is the modern 
equivalent!
Images credit: 
Jacquie 
Stafford-Baker. 

THE MENU MILESTONE, THAXTED, NR DUNMOW, ESSEX



On the B1368, the milestone was 
well cared for in 2001, but less 
so in 2010.
Images credit: Keith Evans, 
under a Geograph Creative 
Commons licence.

CAMBRIDGE TO LONDON ROAD, NR TRUMPINGTON



The Hope Cross at Edale: the original 
preaching cross was converted to a guide 
stone by adding a capstone with directions. 
The capstone was stolen in 2012 but was 
found and restored.
Image credit Jan Scrine.

THE PILLAR, NR HOPE, DERBYSHIRE



BUXTON BOBBIN MILESTONE, BUXTON-LEEK ROAD, NR BUXTON

Sadly, many of the 
Derbyshire cast iron 
"bobbin" milestones 
along the A53 have 
been lost, including 
Buxton 4 miles. Buxton 
2 miles still survives!     
Image credit: Richard 
Law, Geograph under 
a Creative Commons 
Licence.



 In 2001, the milestone was still in the grounds of 
Purley Memorial Hospital, by the west side of the 
A235, in bushes close to the boundary wall.  The 
inscription reads  : XII Miles from West Minster 
Bridge : XIII Miles from The Standard in Cornhill 
LONDON :  1743 : 391/2 Brighton.
Image credit: D.J. Whines, from Geograph under a 
Creative Commons License.

PURLEY ROAD, CROYDON



In 1964, an art student 
was commissioned to 
place a statue of a cat 
on the stone, made 
from black polished 
Kellymount limestone. 
Visitors to the nearby 
Whittington hospital 
often stroke it for luck!  
Image credit: Heritage 
of London.

DICK WHITTINGTON MILESTONE, HIGHGATE



At St Mabyn: 
relocated and with 
a new column. 
Images credit Ian 
Thompson.

ST MABYN, NEAR BODMIN, CORNWALL



The Teddington Hands 
Fingerpost on the A453 
is Grade ll listed. Road 
works are putting it at risk 
again...
Images credits:   
1. Graham Martin, His-
toric England  [close up]   
2. Selwyn Ray, Historic 
England, 

TEDDINGTON HANDS, A453 GLOUCESTERSHIRE



The obelisk was 
damaged by 
lightning in 1879 
and again in the 
1960s, when 
the height was 
reduced from 60 ft 
to about 20ft, as a 
Monument.
Attributed to Nigel 
Scott, Historic 
England;   Plaque: 
Carol Haines, 
Marking the Miles.

GOTTS STONE, CHALFONT. ST PETER



The milestone at Atherstone on the A5 Watling Street was 
known as the “3L” stone and originally gave distances 
to London, Liverpool and Lincoln as 100 miles each, 
although London was further and Lincoln was less. More 
recently the Liverpool and Lincoln distances have been 
replaced by Lutterworth 17 ¾ miles and Litchfield (sic) 15.
Image credit John Higgins, from Geograph under a 
Creative Commons licence.

THREE CENTURIES MILESTONE,  RED LION HOTEL, ATHERSTONE, NR TAMWORTH



This is the Red Lion Hotel by the A5 in 
Atherstone: you can see the milestone by the 
doorway.. Credit: Peter Laing, Google Earth 
Streetview.



Sadly, this stone has long gone - the image is of 
another of the same series.
Image credit Christine Minto.

REST AND BE THANKFUL, GLASGOW TO OBAN ROAD, NR INVERY



YORKSHIRE AND SCOTLAND



A VARIED SELECTION OF STYLES FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY




